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Our discussion has now turned to the Saar, the Rhine-
land and the Ruhr. The importance of these problems is
clear to every one of us,
I shall deal first with the Saar. Yesterday M. Bidault
again formulated the French position on this issue. The
Soviet Government recognizes that this problem merits at-
tention, and that it will have to be settled. The proposals
made by M. Bidault yesterday require proper study.
The French delegation also urged the separation of the
Rhineland and the Ruhr from Germany, It is suggested
that Germany bs deprived of possession of the Ruhr coal
mines and blast furnaces and that the management of
these industries be placed in the hands of representatives
of several Allied states.
The Soviet Government cannot agree to a policy of
separating the Ruhr and the Rhineland from Germany.
This is a policy of dismembering Germany and liquidating
her as an independent state, which cannot be justified by
the interests of durable peace. The German nation must